Haglund, Sarah


Goals Statement

My name is Sarah Haglund and I am an elementary teacher for Lapeer Community Schools. I have used limited technology in my classroom in the past, and want to learn more about the different kinds of technology available to present materials to my students.

In my undergraduate course of study, I took classes in technology dealing with Excel and the Windows operating system. I took classes while attending Central Michigan University that introduced me to topics such as web quests, creating web sites, and using programs such as Inspiration and Fathom, which have caused me to want to look further into what is available in technology that I can introduce to my students as well. As an undergraduate, I maintained a grade point average of 3.6 or above, while working 30 hours a week at a local day care center and being a member of three different student organizations. In two of those organizations I took leadership positions, being secretary of one and president of the other. I have always been an over-achiever with work, and that carries over into all of the other aspects of my life as well.

I want a Master’s in Educational Technology because I know that I can be successful in passing on my love of technology to my students. In the increasingly high-tech world, both teachers and students need to be aware of the opportunities out there to communicate ideas in different ways. My school district just opened positions this school year for technology teachers. The teachers that took the positions were all classroom teaches moving into the new positions. My goal is to, in the near future, be one of the technology teachers for my district. To attain this goal, I must have a degree in Educational Technology. I love learning about new programs that have come out to help students with reading goals, web sites that can be put together to help students learn things such as place value using virtual manipulatives, and helping students find things on the Internet such as virtual field trips. My goal for earning my Master’s degree is two years. I believe that Michigan State University can help me attain this goal in the timeliest manner possible. 

Michigan State University offers the Educational Technology Master’s in a user-friendly format, allowing me to take classes online. One of the elective courses that are available for this Master’s program is Learning Mathematics with Technology. This will go along well with the minor that I earned from Central Michigan University in mathematics. If unable to earn one of the technology teacher jobs in my district, the next job that I would want would be a mathematics teacher for middle school students. Taking a course in using technology with mathematics would enhance the learning experiences that my students would be given. I am also particularly interested in the online portfolio class. I would like to learn how to put my own portfolio on the Internet and also how to make digital portfolios for my students to follow them through school. 

I am a beginning teacher interested in ways that I can enhance the learning experiences for my students. I believe that with the growing technological demands of the world today, Michigan’s students need to have the edge above others. I want to have the knowledge to help the students that I encounter become informed about the different forms in which learning can take place.

