Sarah Haglund

CEP 800

Spring 2012


[image: image1.jpg]


CEP 800 - Final Project Lesson Plan Reflection


For my lesson, I took a group of students to the computer lab and they used the program Kidspiration to learn about equivalent fractions. Students used the program for virtual manipulatives and to better understand fraction equivalency. Students first learned about equivalent fractions in the classroom, and then applied their knowledge, plus knowledge gained from Kidspiration and practicing on the website Sheppard Software to find equal fractions on a quiz using clickers. Students then took a quiz, using the virtual manipulatives on Kidspiration, to test what they had learned.

For this lesson, I took my group of 29 third graders to the school computer lab so they all had the ability to use computers at the same time, as well as clickers to take the quiz. The students all have knowledge of the computer lab and are very familiar with the computers, due to having a technology class for 45 minutes each week since 1st grade. The “mini-lesson” in the classroom went quickly because students were semi-familiar with the term equivalent. I simply had to link back to prior knowledge from addition earlier in the year. Because the students are so familiar with the lab and procedures, getting them started on the task was relatively simple. Students easily utilized the virtual manipulatives, and have had previous experience with the clickers during technology classes, so the materials for the lesson were used with ease. 

For this lesson, students were expected to learn what an equivalent fraction is, how to find an equivalent fraction, and identify equivalent fractions. At the end of the lesson, students were able to identify and create equivalent fractions. The affordance to this lesson was that all students were able to use the virtual manipulatives for this lesson, rather than having to share physical manipulatives in the classroom. The constraint was that students were expected to use the computer and then transfer their work from the computer screen to the clicker system. That was a harder task for the students to do than to put a written answer down on paper. Because of the amount of guided practice in this lesson, I believe that there were more elements of behaviorism than constructivism. The concept of equivalence is too “high” for 3rd graders to construct on their own; they need a lot of guidance in developing the concept ideas in their minds. This lesson was intended to supplement the curriculum. I could have taught the concept using physical manipulatives and worksheets on the document camera. However, allowing students to use the virtual manipulatives kept all of the students engaged during the whole lesson. When planning for differences in learners, I made sure to keep an eye on students who are my “strugglers”. I wanted to make sure that they were able to use the technology as well, but also focused in on those students to make sure that they were learning the concept as well, by having them explain their learning to me. For this lesson to be successful, the teacher and students must have knowledge of Kidspiration, the internet, and the clicker system. It is assumed that all students will have previous experience with using the clickers. Getting students acquainted with Kidspiration and the website would be easier to do than to get the students used to working with the clickers. To assess for learning, I gave students a 10 question quiz utilizing CPS (clickers), allowing results of student learning to be instantly given to the teacher. This will allow the teacher to focus the lesson for the next day better, either being able to move on to the next concept, or to know that students need more work on equivalence. 
Technology made the use of manipulatives easy for all of my students. I do not have enough fraction strip tiles for each student to use on their own in the classroom, so using virtual manipulatives allowed all students to be actively engaged during the entire lesson. Students were also able to use the website to practice finding equivalent fractions, which was more practice than they would have had with the teacher in the classroom, due to the teacher having 29 students to check in on to ensure correctness of practice answers. The students reacted very well in using the manipulatives. They had previously been able to use the fraction strip tiles in the classroom, but only in partners, so they loved the idea of each of them having their own set. Plus, my students always love to get the chance to use a computer for learning. When using Kidspiration, the students sometimes had a hard time with making the fraction tiles clear from their screen. Students helped each other, and when they were unable to solve their problem, they asked the teacher for help. The students experimented with the fraction tiles for quite a bit of time, and seemed to enjoy the lesson.
